


Early type of “Lombard Steam Log Hauler”, circa 1905

Patten Lumbermen's Museum

Dawn of the invention

Section 1

During the first quarter of the 20th century, several inventors develop vehicles that can travel on snow and rough terrain,
equipped with “rigid” and “flexible” track systems, but only a few make it past the prototype phase. This first section presents
the forerunners of tracked vehicles which includes those of Joseph-Armand Bombardier’s. Inspired by the technological
developments in tracked vehicles at the time, the inventor develops a track system for the Model T Ford in 1929.
Dissatisfied with the system, he will pursue his research and press on until the invention of the sprocket wheel/track
system. The advantage of the track system'’s “floatability” is demonstrated through an interactive display.

The advent of the invention

Section 2

This section covers the various steps leading to the invention
of the sprocket wheel/track system from 1927 to 1935.
Through an interactive information station, viewers will
follow Joseph-Armand Bombardier’s journey as he develops
different vehicles that can travel on snow. You will relive
the problems and major challenges faced by the inventor
as he develops his sprocket wheel/track system in 1935.

Joseph-Armand Bombardier seen in front of a 1937 B7 snowmobile
J. Armand Bombardier Museum Collection, Archives




This final section presents the developments and applica-
tions of Bombardier tracked vehicles designed since 1937.
Here, visitors will learn that the sprocket wheel/track system
marked the development of transportation on snow and
rough terrain and that it has been adapted to all-track
vehicles produced nowadays. This simple and efficient
system offers enormous potential that Joseph-Armand
Bombardier will develop by offering a range of vehicles
that meet the expectations of his contemporaries.
Bombardier snowmobiles, followed by industrial all-track
vehicles without skis in the front, correspond to a variety
of travel needs. Joseph-Armand Bombardier creates an all-rubber,
unbreakable and non-shrinking drive wheel and improves
the reliability of the sprocket wheel/track system by
developing an endless track without breakable joints.
These two new elements will foster the development of
more efficient vehicles.

Aimed at the general public, this exhibition also invites
viewers to step back in time aboard the 1950 B12 CS
snowmobile. A slide presentation featuring photographs
and advertising documents from the 1940s and 1950s,
including videos of historical moments, reveals
Mr. Bombardier's snowmobiles and industrial vehicles
in action.
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Muskeg MM, Canadian Rockies, oil industry, circa 1955
J. Armand Bombardier Museum Collection, Archives
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Place
J. Armand Bombardier Museum
1001 J.-A.-Bombardier Avenue, Valcourt

Duration
March 26, 2010 to January 30, 2011

Opening Times

Tuesday to Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

From May 1 to Labour Day inclusively:
daily from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Information

450 532-5300
info@museebombardier.com
bombardiermuseum.com

Admission

Adults $7

Students and seniors $5
Families $15

Children: 5 and under, free

2010 MX Z° Adrenaline snowmobile
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